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There are a number of barriers and challenges associated with acquiring and submitting 

toxicology data. 1. The acquisition of toxicology equipment is a challenge given the BAA 

restrictions. Most of the equipment/parts are not made or manufactured in the USA, yet the need 

for instrumentation to allow for faster and more comprehensive testing, (especially of 

postmortem samples when generally testing stops at BAC due to the cost of testing for further 

drugs), is desperately needed. 2. Laboratory staffing shortages and 3. Lack of forensic 

phlebotomists are a barrier to getting the samples and testing the samples. 4. The more 

comprehensive the testing standards become, the more challenging it is to validate panels. 
 


