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In response to this crisis, earlier this year USDOT unveiled the National Roadway Safety Strategy that 

is now getting resources from the President’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

  

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has released its early estimate of traffic fatalities for 

2021. NHTSA projects that an estimated 42,915 people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes last year, a 

10.5% increase from the 38,824 fatalities in 2020. The projection is the highest number of fatalities since 

2005 and the largest annual percentage increase in the Fatality Analysis Reporting System’s history. 

Behind each of these numbers is a life tragically lost, and a family left behind.  

“We face a crisis on America’s roadways that we must address together,” said U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg. “With our National Roadway Safety Strategy and the President’s Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law, we are taking critical steps to help reverse this devastating trend and save lives on 

our roadways.”  

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law places a strong emphasis on improving safety and includes the new 

Safe Streets and Roads for All program, which opened its first round of applications just this week. The 

program, the first of its kind, invests up to $6 billion over five years to fund local efforts to reduce 

roadway crashes and fatalities. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law now being implemented also advances 

Complete Streets policies and standards; requires updates to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices, which defines speeds, lane markings, traffic lights and more on most roads in the country; and 

sharply increases funding for the Highway Safety Improvement Program, which helps states adopt data-

driven approaches to making roads safer.  

“This crisis on our roads is urgent and preventable,” said Dr. Steven Cliff, NHTSA’s Deputy Administrator. 

“We will redouble our safety efforts, and we need everyone – state and local governments, safety 

advocates, automakers, and drivers – to join us. All of our lives depend on it.”  

Last week, NHTSA launched the Click It or Ticket campaign, which coincides with special enforcement 

efforts to raise awareness about the fact that seat belts save lives, and launched a technical assistance 

program that will assist states in aggressively addressing a continued rise in fatalities. Earlier this week, 

NHTSA released $740 million in funding for the 402 State and Community Grant Program, Section 405 

National Priority Safety Program and Section 1906 Racial Profiling Data Collection Grants. States are 

encouraged to use the funding to implement programs to address gaps and opportunities identified 

during the technical assistance effort, expand partnerships, and focus on risky driving as well as safety 

concerns among vulnerable road users and overrepresented populations.  

The full-year estimate of 2021 traffic fatalities also provides a look at state-level estimates during the 

pandemic. As in 2020, all 10 NHTSA regions are estimated to see increases in fatalities. Forty-four states, 

the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico are all projected to have had an increase in traffic deaths, as 

compared to 2020.  

Preliminary data reported by the Federal Highway Administration show that vehicle miles traveled in 

2021 increased by about 325 billion miles, or about 11.2%, as compared to 2020.  

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813298
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813298
https://www.nhtsa.gov/node/40326


Data estimates show the fatality rate for 2021 was 1.33 fatalities per 100 million VMT, marginally down 

from 1.34 fatalities in 2020. While the fatality rate continued to rise in the first quarter, it declined in the 

other three quarters of 2021, compared to 2020.  

Additionally, the traffic fatalities in the following categories showed relatively large increases in 2021, as 

compared to 2020:  

• Fatalities in multi-vehicle crashes up 16%  

• Fatalities on urban roads up 16%  

• Fatalities among drivers 65 and older up 14%  

• Pedestrian fatalities up 13%  

• Fatalities in crashes involving at least one large truck up 13%  

• Daytime fatalities up 11%  

• Motorcyclist fatalities up 9%  

• Bicyclist fatalities up 5%  

• Fatalities in speeding-related crashes up 5%  

• Fatalities in police-reported, alcohol-involvement crashes up 5%  

To read more about the U.S. Department of Transportation’s comprehensive National Roadway Safety 

Strategy, which adopts the safe system approach and builds multiple layers of protection with safer 

roads, safer people, safer vehicles, safer speeds, and better post-crash care, please click here. 

To learn more about the Safe Streets for All program, which is currently accepting applications for Fiscal 

Year 2022, please click here. 
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