
June 5,2020

Administrator

National Highway Traffic Safety Administrator

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washin6ton, DC 20590

To Whom lt May Concern:

I am submitting a petition to initiate a rulemaking under the Vehicle Safety Act.

Enclosed please find the petition, a copy of my provisional patent for the idea,

and a copy of an email submitted to ovscpublic@dot.gov on May 7,2020.

Thank you for your consideration of my petition. I look forward to hearing from
you soon.

Donald E. Sychra

135 Wyldewoode Drive

McDonough, GA 30253

Phone: 770-355-0L14

enclosures: petition

copy of provisional patent

emall dated AS|OTl2O2O



Petition to lnitiate a Rulemaking under the Vehicle Safety Act

Date: June 5,2O2A

Petitioner: Donald E. Sychra

135 Wyldewoode Drive

McDonough, Georgia 30253

Phone: 770-355-0114

l. lntroduction

I submit that in the manufacturing of new vehicles, a lamp needs to be

installed in the center of the grill on the front of the vehicle. I am calling

this lamp, a Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp.

ll. Description of the Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp

The grounded lamp requires a wire connecting the fuse box to a switch

added to the transmission shift lever. From the switch added to the

transmission shift lever the wire connects to a switch added to the

acceleration pedal. From the switch added to the acceleration pedal the

wire connects to the grounded lamp in the center of the grilt on the

front of the vehicle. tSee Exhibit # 1)

The lamp will come on when the vehicle is started and in a forward gear

position. The lamp does not function in the reverse gear. When the

vehicle operator places his/her foot on the accelerator pedal the lamp

turns off.

The lamp activates again when the vehicle operator takes his/her foot
off the accelerator pedal.
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lll. Necessity of the Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp

The safety of pedestrians is curently a national concern. I submit that
the addition of the Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp to new vehicles

will aid in the improvement of pedestrian safety.

When the lamp is on, pedestrians will be alerted to the fact that the
approaching vehicle is slowing down andlor stopping. The lamp

provides the pedestrian with an added visual cue to assist in avoiding

injury or death.

lV. Hazard Data

A. ln an Automotive News article, October 22,2OL9, "Pedestrian

fatalities on U.S. roads hit almost 3O-year high", the following is

noted:

1. The number of pedestrians killed (20181 rose to its highest level in

nearly three decades. (U.5. auto safety agency)

?. Deaths of pedestrians have jumped by a2% in the last decade

even as the combined number of all other traffic deaths has fallen

by $Yo. (NHTSA)

3. Auto safety experts say the growing number of drivers distracted

by mobile devices is at least partly to blame. (NHTSA)

B. Exhibit # 2: What should the pedestrian do? (NHTSA)

I submit that if the vehicle turning left in Exhibit # 2 towards the
crosswalk had the Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp, the
pedestrians would see the lamp was on and know it was safe to
continue on the crosswalk. The lamp activates when the vehicle

operator takes his/her foot off the accelerator pedal.
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C. Exhibit # 3: lntersections What: Visual Screen {NHTSA}

I submit that if the vehicle with the arrow in front of it in Exhibit * 3
had the Vehicle Deceleration lndicator Lamp, the pedestrian in the

crosswalk would see whether the lamp was on or off before the

vehicle sensor would detect the pedestrian. This would provide the
pedestrian with a visual cue to hetp the pedestrian decide whether to
proceed or stop.

ln this chart, statistics are listed for fatalities and injuries to
pedestrians for each year ?Al7 * ?.AtA.

V. Cost Analysis

Cost estimates are based on an internet search of material costs. Costs

listed refer to the estimated cost of adding the Vehicle Deceleration

lndicator Lamp per vehicle.

A. Materials

L. Exhibit # 5: Wire (approximately 12 feet of wire per vehicle)

Cost: $e.90 {per vehicle}

2. Exhibit # 5: Switch added to transmission shift lever

The switch added to the transmission shift lever can be a neutral

safety switch or backup light switch kit as indicated in Exhibit f 6.

Cost: $af.gs {per vehicle}
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3. Exhibit # 7: Switch added to the acceleration pedal

The switch added to the acceleration pedal can be a brake light

switch as indicated in Exhibit # 7.

Cost: $fS.gg (per vehicle)

4. Exhibit # 8: Grounded Lamp

Cost: $ 15.62 (per vehicle)

5. Total materials cost: 577.52 (per vehicle)
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Appiicant n:ay provida or reseind an autl"rorization for aceess using Fcrm PTSiSBlSg or F*rm PTSI$$169 as

*ppropriete.

lf Requlred, Foreign Fiting l-lcense Granted: C511S1202ff

The cegntry cocie and number of yor.il" priority applicatiori, te be useC for {ili*g sbroad under the Paris C*nventian,

is US $3flS1'413
Prcjected Fublication Date: Nor:e, applicatlon is not *iigihle for pre-grant publicatian

t'Ion"Publication Request: No

Early Purblieation Requast: No
** ndlCRO ENT*TY no 
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Titie

Vehicle deceleratioi^r indi*at*r 1**rp

$tatement undsr B? cFR "!.55 or 1,?g for A,lA {Fir*t inventar tc Fite} Transitie* &pplicationa: }'ia

PROTECYiNGYsufttl,tvEFITlsNCIUT$l0EThtEul{iTrosTAYgs

$ince the rights granted by * u.$. Bateni extend oniy thror.;gftsut tns territory cf ihe united $tatee anc have n*

effect in a f*reign oountry" an inventor *no".J*i",e*,ru1yrt riot*"ti*n rr., anotrrer eountry must apply f*r a patent

ir,: a specific csuntry o:, in r*gicna'i Batent *#iees, Appii*arit* **y *'* to conside. ttre fliing *f a* internatlonal

appiieaticr-: under the p"i*-t c""peration rreatv iperJ.,y internaiionar (pc?) apptieatisn generaliy ilas tne safie

effect as a r*g,,:!ar national patent applieatic* in'each FCT-rr:enbei*o*nity' rite'PCT process simplifies the iling

of patent appiicati*ns on iiu *"** inver:tion ln *.res:ber ccu*tries, *i *"** *ot resuit in a srani of "an i*ter**iic*ai

satent,' and does not elirfiir1.atg the rre*d of appllea"t* to f:le additiCInui"C*u**nts and fses ii co';r:tr!es rrr;here patent

Brct*cti*n ie desired"

Aimost every count!-y has its own patent raw, and a person cesiring a pate*t.ir: a partieuiar coijntry m*st i^{'!ake an

application fcr patent i* that ceunt!.y in accordanee with its particl.iilr iaw'*. $in*e ihe ia*s of rna*y eor"rntries differ

in varieus respects from the patent law of the uflited states, appiieants are advised to seek guid*nce fr*m spscifie

foreign cor.intiios to ensure thal patent rigl'rts a;e not lost Orematu:'ely'

Appiicants also a!'e acvised that in ti're case ol inventisns rnade in ihe United $tates, the Directar of the USF?CI alust

issue e license before applicants san apply for a patsnt in a ioreign country' The filing cf a u's' patent appiication

serj€s as a reque$t for a foreign filing license, The applicatiorJs f,ling receipt contains {u*her i*for*:atian and

guicanoe as to the status of appllcant's license for foreign iiling.

Appli*anls may.*vlsh to consult the uspTo bCIoklet, "General lnf+rrnaiion Concerning Pate;rtg" {specifi*ally' the

sectisn antitied ,,Treaties and Forelgn pate*ts",\ i*r mcre inl*rrnatisn on tirneframes anc deadiines f*r filing foreign

patent applica6ons. The guide is avaiiabie aitl'ier !:y cantacting the USFTO Contaet ee*ter at 8*0-IE6-9'!$S, sr it

can be viewed c* the USpIO website at http:llr*ww.usptc.govlweblof{ieaslpaeid*elgeneraili*dex,hti'n}'

For infcrrratlcn ori preventing theft of yoi;r intellectu*l property {patents, trademarks anri eopyrighls), you may wish

tc ccnsuit the U.$. G*vernmeni w*bsite, http:1lww.*.st+pfakes.gov. Part of a Departmenl sf Carnmerce irliti*tive'

this website in*iudes setf-help "tooikits" giving innavators giridance on hcw to protect inteilectuai prcperty in specific

count;.ies such as Clrina, Karea and li,{exicc. Fcr que*tions regald}ng patsfit enforcemsr':t issi:es, *ppiicante may

call ths U.$" Govemrnent hotlir:e at 1 -86S-999-HALT { 1'866-993'4258i.

LICEruSE FOR FOR$I&{II FILIXG UNSER

Tltle 35, UnitEd States C*de, $ection 184

TXtle 37, Code of Federat Regulatiofis, 5.11 & 5",E5

SAA}LTED

The applicant has bcen grented a iicense under 35 U.S.C, 1S4, ;f the phrase "!F RgSUlRECI, F*RElGhi FiLi?$G

LTCXNSE GRAN?ED'fottowed by a data appsars on this fornr. Such lics:sos are issued in a$l appiieations where
the conditions for issuance of a license have beeri met, ragardless +f whether or not a iicense may be r*quirer.l as

set fcrth in 37 CFR 5.1S. The scope and iinritatisns af this iicense are sei forth in 37 CfR 5.i5{a} unlase art earliar
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liconss has besn iseued under 37 CFR $.1${b}. The licenss is subject to rr*vocation upon writtan natifieatien. The
date indimted is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier ticense of eimilar scoBe has been grantad under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the lic*nsee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof *nless
it is revoked. ThiE license is automaticslly transferred to any related applications{s} filed under 37 CfR 1.53(d}. This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in a*y way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Goverfimsnl cantract or the provisions of existing laws relating tc espionage and the national
security or the sxpart of technical dala. Licensees should apprise thernselves of sur€ilt regulations espe*ially with
r€spect to certain countrias, of ather agencie.*, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Co*trols, Depa*ment of
State {with respect to Arms" Muniticns and lmplemonts of War 122 CFR 121-128}i; the Bureau of lndustry and
Security, Department af Cornmerce {15 CFR parts 730-774}; the Office of Foreign AsseteControl, Bepa*ment of
Treasury {31 CFR Parts 500+} and the Department of Energy.

f.rSTgnAHTEB

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase IF RfiQUIREO, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED' DOES NOT appear on this fonn. Applicant rnay still petition for a license under 37 OFR 5.12,
if a license is dosired befare the expiration of S months from the filing date of the applicatio*. lf 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of thie applioation and the licensee has not reoeived any indi*ation of a secrecy ord*r under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign fila the applicstion pursuant to 37 CFR S"t5{b}.

SelecfUSA

The United $tates reBresents the largest, nnost dynamic mark€tplace in the world Bnd ie an unparalleled location for
business investmect, innovation, and cornmercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers trernendous reseurces
and advantages for those who invest and rnanufacture goods here. Through SelectU$A. cur naticn wsrks to
promote and facilitate businbss inveslment. $elactU8A provides infurmalion assistanee to the internati*nai investor
community; s6rue$ as &n ombudeman for existing and pctential inve$tors; advocates on behalf of U.S. eities, state$,
and regions competing for global investment; and caun$el$ U-S. economic developrnent organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To leam more about why the United $tates i* the best co*ntry in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver servicea, afid grow your business, visit Lllp:#wunr.SelectU$A.gov or cali
f1-202-482-6800.
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Specification I DeqFf i gtjon gf tlle I nvention !

tnYentor; Sanafd fugene Syehra

Title of lnvention: Vehicle Deceleration lndicator l.amp

I submit that in the manufacturing of new vehicles, a lamp needs to be installed in

the center sf the grill on the front of the vehicle.

The grounded lamp requires a wire connecting the fuse box to a switch added to
the transmission shift lever. From the switch added to the transmission shift lever
the wire connects to a switch added to the acceleration pedal. From the switch
added to the acceleration pedal the wire connects ta the grounded lamp in the
center of the grill on the front of the vehicle.

The lamp willcome on when the vehicle is started and in a forward gear position.
The lamp does not functisn in the reverse gear. When the vehicle operator places

hislher foot on the accelerator pedalthe lamp turns off.

The lamp activates again when the vehicle operator takes his/her foot off the
accelerator pedal.

The following are potential safety factors associated with the lamp:

1. When the lamp ls on, pedestrians will be alerted to the fact that the vehicle
is slowing down andlor stopping.

2. When the lamp is on, emergency vehicles (police, fire, ambulance) arriving
at an intersection will be alerted that oncoming vehicles are slowing down
andlor stopping.

3. When the lamp is on, a vehicle at an intersection will be alerted that an

approaching vehicle is slowing dawn and/or stopping.
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5t7t2020 Gmail - Specific Directions for Filing a petition

lYI Smail Don Sychra <donsychra@gmail.com>

Specific Directions for Filing a Fetition
1 message

Don $ychra <donsychra@gmail.com> Thu, May T, ZOZO at 4:Al pM
To: ovscpublic@dot.gov

I am seeking to file a petition for rulemaking with respect to a motor vehicle safety standard.

Under normal business , I understand I am to mail my petition to: Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 400 Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC 20590-

However; due to business operations as affected by COVID-1g, I understand changes have occuned.

Please respond with specific directions to file a petition.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Donald Sychra
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