
Samuel J Alai, Mayor, City of 
Broadview Heights 

Paul Barnett. Service Director, City 
01 Brunswick 

Annette M Blackwoh, Mayor, City of 
Maple Heights 

Pamela Bobst, Mayor, City of 
Rocky River 

Jeff Brandon, Montville Township 
T.ustee 

Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor, C ty 
of UnNersay Heights 

Tan sha R Brley, City Manager, Cuy 
of Cleveland Heights 

Holy C Brinde, Mayor, City ol Etyr a 

Ben Capella. General Manager, 
Laketran 

Kenneth P Carney, Sr., P E, P S , 
Lorain County Eng•neot 

Jerry C Orme, Lake County 
Commissioner 

Dena s Clough, Board President, 
GCRTA 

Freddy L Col ler, Jr., Director, City of 
Cleveland P arming Commission 

T mothy J DeG ester, Mayor, City 
of Parma 

M chae W Dever, MPA, Director 
of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Department of Public Works 

Kyle Oreyfuss Weis, Chief Executive 
Officer, NEGRO 

James W Dvorak. Geauga County 
Commissioner 

W. ham D Friedman, President and 
CEO. C eve and Cuyahoga County 
Pon Authorny 

M chew D Gamm elle, Mayor, City of 
Brook Park 

James GilA, P E., P S , County 
Fag neer, Lake County 

Biaine A. Griffin, Councilman, Ward 6 
City of Cleveland 

Richard He.decker, Columbia 
Townslop Trustee,  

John D Hunter, Mayor, Mllage of 
Sheffield 

Susan K Inlaid, Interim Director 
& Manager, Spool! Initiatives, 
Cuyahoga County Planning 
Commission 

Fiank G Jackson. Mayor, City of 
Cleveland 

Martin J Keane. Councilman, Ward 
17, City of Cleve and 

Lori Kokoskr, Lara n County 
Commissioner 

Da'e MOW, Cuyahoga County 
Councilman 

John Picur, P.E. District Deputy 
Ov actor, ODOT. Dist, at 12 

David H Roche, Mayor, City of 
Richmond Heights 

Ralph Spidelieri, Goauga County 
Commissioner 

Matthew L Saran, P E. PMP, 
El rector of Capital Projects. City of 
Cleveland 

Robert A Stefan k, Mayor, City of 
North Royalton 

Ron Young, Lace County 
Commissioner 

Xrd 5 
 a

.
ti Zione, Cleveland Councii, 

Ex Officio Member 
KUrO Princic,  0 strict Ch ef 
Northeast Dirriot 
Office. Oho Environments 

• Execrgivir Cominittet Montle," 

Grace Galloccl, NOACA Executrve recrcr 

NORTHEASTII 
OHIO 

AREAWIDE 

IdICNRDN 7G  AGE 	Y 
eiliCP111111,1Fat  Omelet DMIVO 

2019 NOACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
• Valens J McCall, Chief, 

Communications, Government 
and International Affairs Cay of 
Cleveland 

First Vice President 
• Tmothy C Lennon. Geaug a Coansj 

Commissioner 
Second Vice President 
• Man Lundy, Lora n County 

Commissioner 
Secretary 
• John R Hamerchack, Lake Courny 

Commissioner 
Assistant Secretary 

Joseph F Miura, Mayer, City of 
Lorain 

Assistant Secretary 
Michael P Summers, Maya,  
City of Lakeyvaod 

Treasurer 
• William F Hutson. Medina County 

Commissioner 
Assistant Trassurer 

Andrew Conrad. P E , P S. Medina 
County Engineer 

Assistant Treasurer 
Kirsten Holshe.mer Ga.1, Mayo. 
City of Euclol 

immediate Past Board President) 
• Armond Bud sh, Cuyahoga Cahnty 

Executive 

January 7, 2020 

Office of Secretary Elaine Chao 

Docket Management Facility 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

West Building Ground Floor 

Room W12-140 

Washington, DC 20590-0001 

RE: Docket Number DOT-OST-2019-0165 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to comment for the record in response to the request for comments 

published in the Federal Register/Docket Number DOT-OST-2019-165/Non-Traditional 

and Emerging Transportation Technology (NETT) Council. 

The Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, the federally designated 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for Greater Cleveland, has entered into a 

public-private partnership with HyperloopTT to develop Great Lakes Hyperloop, a 

hyperloop route from Cleveland to Chicago and Pittsburgh. A recently released 

preliminary feasibility study has provided ample cost benefit analysis to support 

continued development of this project. Based on NOACA's work on this transformative 

project, we believe the NETT Council can play a significant role in its advancement. 

Progress on this and presumably other hyperloop projects will continue to be hampered 

by the lack of national standards and a regulatory structure that provides consistency 

and uniformity. The engineers who are developing hyperloop technology, as well as the 

investors who provide funding, will be unable to move forward without clear national 

standards. Leading the development of such standards is an ideal role for the NETT 

Council. 

Just as our highway, railway, aviation, and transit systems are guided by standard 

federal rules and regulations, the time has come to develop similar standards for 

hyperloop technology. The creation of uniform standards will facilitate the eventual 

development of a network of interconnecting hyperloops routes across the country. In 

the same way that railroad tracks can accommodate any conventional train, hyperloop 

should be no different. Any hyperloop tube (guideway) should be able to accommodate 

any pod. 
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Furthermore, I would recommend that the NETT Council develop these standards in 

coordination with the international hyperloop community. U.S. hyperloop companies --

as well as the American manufacturing sector and our nation's workforce -- will certainly 

benefit from the ability to export technologies and products to other countries. 

In addition to regulations regarding standardization and uniformity, hyperloop projects 

require clear guidance in several other areas, including but not limited to passenger 

safety, environmental impact, and right-of-way acquisition. And I would recommend 

that among all these important issues, safety should always be the top priority. In order 

for the traveling public to accept this (or any) new form of transportation, the NETT 

Council should ensure that safety is top-of-mind. 

Finally, the NETT Council should consider what the federal governments role should be 

in encouraging the further development of hyperloop technology and projects. I 

encourage the Council to create a framework that will encourage hyperloop research 

and development, and allow worthwhile projects to move forward. Toward that end, 

the Council should develop a fair and reasonable approach to eligibility for federal 

programs and grant dollars. 

Hyperloop projects have the potential to transform cities and regions by vastly 

improving travel for both people and freight. Hyperloop could provide transportation 

that is faster, safer, cleaner, more cost-efficient, and more energy-efficient that current 

modes of travel. As such, it is important that the U.S. Department of Transportation's 

NETT Council develop the regulatory framework necessary for the advancement of 

hyperloop technology. Project sponsors, public agencies, project engineers, and project 

funders all require a consistent, reliable set of standards in order to move forward on 

this promising new technology. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Grace Gallucci 

Executive Director 

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 

1299 Superior Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44114 

216-241-2414 
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