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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
issued separate advance notices of proposed rulemaking on May 28 that seek to allow the “safe

introduction” of autonomous personal and commercial vehicles on U.S. roadways.

Both agencies stressed that they are only “seeking comments” at this stage of the rulemaking process
in order to “ensure that all potential approaches are fully considered” as they move forward with
more declarative regulatory actions.

NHTSA said its rulemaking will address “regulatory barriers
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(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/28/2019-11032/removing-regulatory-barriers-
for-vehicles-with-automated-driving-systems)” posed by certain existing Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards that might inhibit the wider deployment of vehicles governed by automated driving system

or ADS technology.

That includes the lack of “traditional manual controls” such as steering wheels and brake pedals, along

with other features that “facilitate operation of a vehicle by a human driver, the agency said.
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Redefining Mobility: Take a Ride on a Slow Moving, Autonomous Shuttle

NHTSA added in a statement (https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/us-department-transportation-
seeks-input-testing-vehicles-automated-driving-systems) that it believes that modifications of existing
regulatory text are needed so autonomous vehicles lacking those and other features still comply with

other aspects of the FMVSS rules.

“Public comments received during this stage will help inform NHTSA’s path forward [as] our mission is
to protect Americans on our roads, noted NHTSA Deputy Administrator Heidi King. “As automated
driving systems develop, NHTSA will continue to adapt to make sure the agency is equipped to ensure

public safety while encouraging innovation.”
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(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/28/2019-11038/safe-integration-of-automated-
driving-systems-equipped-commercial-motor-vehicles) that may be affected by ADS technology, such
as: changes to commercial driver’s license endorsements and Hours of Service rules; updated vehicle
inspection, repair, and maintenance protocols; changes to roadside inspection procedures; plus
cybersecurity (https://aashtojournal.org/2019/02/08/firm-says-2019-will-be-the-worst-year-yet-for-
cyberbreaches/) needs.

“FMCSA is hoping to receive feedback from commercial motor vehicle stakeholders and the motoring
public on how the agency should adapt its regulations for the development of increased automated
driving systems in large trucks and buses,” noted FMCSA Administrator Raymond Martinez in a
statement. “We know that while many of these technologies are still in development, it is critical that

we carefully examine how to make federal rules keep up with this advancing technology.”

David Schutt, CEO of SAE International, noted in a
SAE's Schutt “listening session
(https://aashtojournal.org/2018/09/14/axios-listening-
session-examines-autonomous-vehicle-issues/)” hosted
by Axios and semiconductor maker Intel last September “that there is no real gauge” as to where
connected and autonomous vehicle or CAV technology “can or should be” at this moment because it is
still “rapidly evolving.”

“We are still in the first inning of a very exciting baseball game where these vehicles are concerned,”
he explained. “Right now there are multiple paths forward for this technology but no single solution as
of yet.”

For that reason, Schutt said the “patchwork” of regulations governing CAVs from state to state right
now is “a good thing in the sense that it allows for multiple approaches to learn what works well and
what doesn't.”

But in the long run more “uniform” standards will need to be worked out, he emphasized - especially
in terms of governing how CAVs interact with each other, vehicles that are still human-controlled, and
roadway infrastructure.
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Jim Tymon, executive director of the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation ,

Jim Tymon
Officials, argued that very same point in April during a
policy roundtable
(https://aashtojournal.org/2019/04/05/aashto-aamva-host-automated-vehicle-policy-roundtable/) co-
hosted with the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators ahead of the annual

Washington Auto Show in Washington, D.C.

“How autonomous vehicles are changing the nature of motor vehicles and how public policy must
adapt to those new technologies are issues we will be dealing with now and in the future,” he
explained. “As a result we need to explore what opportunities may exist for cross-sector [policy]
collaboration across jurisdictions.”

“There is a legitimate debate between the need for introducing new technology balanced against the
need to test and regulate this technology,” added King Gee, AASHTO's engineering director, during
that roundtable. “Safe deployment of autonomous vehicles is what we all want.”
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